How a Bill Moves Through Congress
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Adter bill is introduced, it goes to a standing
commiitea. From there, itis sent to a
subcommiites for hearings, revisions, and
approval. The bill is then returned to the
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standing committee for more hearings and
ravisions. The standing committea either
approves the bill, recommending passage,

or takes no action, allowing the bill 4

to “die in commitige.”
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in the Houss, most hills go to the Rules
Committee, This commities sets con-
ditions for debate and amendment when
the whole House rmeets on the bill. ih
the Senate, the leader of the majority
arty sets the schedule for debate
by the whole Senate.
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The House ot Senate debates and votes on
a bill. Often, amendments are added at this

point. If a bill is passed, it goas to the other
house and follows tha sameroute threugh
comrnittee. If the other hiouse has passed

" a similar bill and will not agree Lo changes,

hoth versions of the bill go to a
confarence commitiee.
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Conferencea Commities

If both houses have passed similar but not identical
bills, a conference committee with members from both
houses works out differences. The compromise version

of the bill is then sent to sach house for approval.
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